
Hospital Auxiliary Hopes to Serve Another 30 Years  

The Hospital Auxiliary is nearing its 30th year of service to the community and is determined to 
serve for another 30 years. Their contribution to improving the health care of the north Pine 
County area has been enormous. 


“Much like the Hospital District, the Auxiliary has a mission to make sure that our citizens have 
excellent health care right in their own neighborhood,’ said Ron Osladil, Chairman of the North 
Pine Area Hospital District. “This mission doesn’t end just because we have built the new Pine 
Healthcare Campus. There is so much more to do to make sure that we have the best 
technology, services, equipment and more.”


It took many community leaders to ensure that the hospital in Sandstone stayed open over the 
years and one of the most enduring is the Hospital Auxillary. It was established in 1988, one 
year before the North Pine Area Hospital District was created. It is a fundraising and service 
organization in support of improving the medical services and facilities for the hospital.


Vivian Swanson, Director of Nursing at St. Benedict’s, who owned and operated the hospital, 
asked Beverly Hendricks, an Askov resident and nurses aide at the hospital, and Sylvia 
Anderson, a Sandstone resident, in October to start an Auxillary. Patt Makela of Finlayson 
joined the effort and by December of that year they launched the annual bean mix sale. 
Membership soon grew to over 70 active women and men. Bev was the President, Sylvia the 
Treasurer and Patt the Corresponding and Recording Secretary those first years. Sylvia and 
Patt remain active in the Auxiliary.


All three are long time residents of the area and they knew how important the hospital was to 
their community and keeping it open was paramount. “The Auxiliary was really important in 
keeping the hospital,” said Beverly Hendricks. “It uplifted the spirit of the community.” Patt 
Makela added that “I have stayed involved all these years because the hospital meant a lot to 
me and my family and it is very important to have a hospital nearby.”


Since it began, the Auxiliary has raised nearly $180,000, which went to buy medical equipment 
such as ultrasound, lift chairs, rehab examining’ tables, mammogram-viewing box, bath lift 
trolley, beds, operating table, X-ray and many more pieces of medical equipment. Their 
contributions also included purchasing a lot of office equipment, refurbishing of facilities, 
supplying emergency room clothing and much more. The biggest purchase for the hospital was 
15 new beds in 1999 for $6,000. Bev personally painted nearly every wall in the hospital.


A lot of creativity went into their fundraising programs. They sold things like bean mix for soup, 
brats at Chris’s grocery during the summer, baked goods and much more. They also had blood 
drives, variety shows, style shows and Tar and Feather Parties where they used the feathers 
from old pillows and fashioned cushions for wheel chairs and other patient needs. 


One of their longest lasting fundraising programs is the Love Lights, which Patt is Co-Chair. 
Last year they made over $3,000 which was used to buy five Scoop EXL Stretchers for 
ambulances and clothing for the Emergency Room patients. As Patt said at the 2016 Love 
Lights ceremony, “Our Auxiliary at one time had 70 some members but what we lack in 
numbers today, we make up for in determination and dedication.”


New members are very welcomed. To keep this very worthy organization in operation contact 
Patt Makela at 320-233-7493 or Sylvia Anderson at 320-245-8360.
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