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North Pine Area Hospital District Board Approves Health Education Loan to Naomi Koenig

Sandstone, MN – July 28, 2020 – The Board of North Pine Area Hospital District (Hospital District) approved a
forgivable health education loan to Naomi Koenig. The loan is for $7,000 per year for a maximum of 3 years or
$21,000. Naomi is pursuing a three year program at the University of Arizona that will credential her for a doctorate
as a Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner .

The mission of the Hospital District is to support the health care needs of the community by helping to attract and
keep quality health care professionals here. This loan forgiveness program is available to Hospital District residents
or employees working for health care providers at the Pine Healthcare Campus. Additionally, they have to agree to
work for one of these providers for a period of 2 years. If they do not meet these terms, they need to repay the
Hospital District the entire loan at a 5% fixed interest rate.

“Naomi is a perfect fit for this loan,” states Fran Levings, chair of the Health Care Needs Committee. “Her desire to
further her education in the much needed mental health area and continue to reside and work in the Sandstone area is
a win-win for our community.”

“I am thankful for the opportunity to further help the needs of my patients,” states Naomi Koenig. “Our region has
limited mental health resources and I can help change that. I am honored to help be part of the positive change in our
community.”

Naomi has worked for Gateway Family Health Clinic treating patients from birth through the lifespan, managing
acute and chronic conditions. Naomi continues, “I love the independence of private practice and the countless
benefits our patients receive because our team is dedicated to patient centered care. It is difficult to watch patients
suffer when non local providers fail our community, there is no vested interest for them to help our people when
they leave the area at the end of the day. Pine County is where I live, I am committed to improving our community. I
will continue to treat my family practice patients once I am board certified in psychiatry. I look forward to serving
our community in a new way.”

The Minnesota chapter of the National Alliance on Mental Health, states that in 2011 about:

 One in five American adults experienced a mental health issue

 One in 10 young people experienced a period of major depression

 One in 20 Americans lived with a serious mental illness, such as schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, or major
depression

 Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in the United States. It accounts for the loss of more than 38,000
American lives each year, more than double the number of lives lost to homicide.

In Pine County there are 22.9 suicide deaths per 100,000 population, which is much higher than the Minnesota
average, which is 13.4/100,000 and the national average, which is 13.9/100,000. The Center for Disease Control &
Prevention has this suicide rate in the ‘red zone’ of their ratings.

“Naomi has a strong patient following because of her dedication to quality care and patient follow-up,” states Eric
Nielsen, Administrator of Gateway Family Health Clinic.“She is also a very skilled urgent care provider and
regularly staffs our walk-in clinics in Sandstone and Hinckley. We support Naomi in her pursuit to complete her
psychiatric mental health nurse practitioner doctorate and are thrilled that she will be able to work on her doctorate



while still caring for patients at Gateway Clinic. We look forward to when she can expand her practice to include
mental health services for our Gateway Clinic patients and community.”

About North Pine Area Hospital District

The North Pine Area Hospital District is a Minnesota political subdivision whose purpose is to ensure that area
residents have access to high quality health care. Hospital Districts have taxing authority to acquire, improve and
run hospital and nursing home facilities. The North Pine Area Hospital District built the Pine Healthcare Campus,
which opened in May 2017. The Hospital District contracts and leases space for hospital services with Essentia
Health. The clinic services are provided by Gateway Family Health Clinic, pharmacy is by Thrifty White Pharmacy
and mental health treatment by Therapeutic Services Agency. The Hospital District is governed by a Board of
Directors composed of 19 appointed/elected individuals for four-year terms. For more information about the
Hospital District and the Pine Healthcare Campus, go to www.PineHospitalDistrict.com.
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