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Senator Lourey and Rep. Rarick’s Bonding Legislation Adds 
Significant Funds for New Medical Campus 

 
Ron Osladil, Chairman of the North Pine Area Hospital District 

 
It was a nail-biting finish in the Special Session of the Minnesota Legislature but 
our state legislators did a phenomenal job getting the $850,000 bonding initiative 
included in the Omnibus Bonding bill. Very few rural bonding initiatives were 
included but the chief authors Senator Tony Lourey and Representative Jason 
Rarick and House co-author Representative Mike Sundin got the job done. They 
worked with the Senate and House leadership to assure inclusion of the 
Sandstone bonding request, which was passed in the wee hours of Friday night 
or more accurately, Saturday morning. 
 
Our team back home also did a phenomenal job. Sam Griffith, City of Sandstone 
Administrator, got the bill drafted and introduced. Both of us met with legislators 
and provided testimony in the Committee hearings. It didn’t make it through the 
entire legislative process during the regular session, as was the fate of many 
bonding bills.  
 
However, Hospital District board member Jane Brown and consultant Kris 
Sundberg used their extensive experience working with the Minnesota legislature 
and made a “Hail Mary” save. They discussed the importance of this bonding 
initiative to Senator Lourey and Representative Rarick and got them information 
that helped the legislators defend our inclusion in the Omnibus Bonding bill. Jane 
and Kris also reached out to the Governor and key leadership in the Senate and 
House promoting the importance of the bonding bill and giving the inclusion of 
the Sandstone bonding initiative a broad base of legislative support.  
 
An additional $2.3 million in funding is being sought from the Federal Economic 
Development Administration. The City of Sandstone submitted an application this 
spring but it was denied. These grants are very competitive but Sandstone 
decided to submit another application. They have added more data, which 
supports the need for this funding and the economic development opportunities 
that it will open up.  
 
The City of Sandstone also included the Hospital District team to help bolster this 
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re-application for economic development funds. Our team provided additional 
research information, editorial input, an enhanced Hospital District letter of 
support and encouraged other letters of support. Former state Legislator, Becky 
Lourey and Hospital District Board member Scott Hendricks provided a historic 
and very emotional appeal, unlike many form-type letters. This personal 
approach clearly demonstrates how passionately our citizens want and need this 
medical campus and could distinguish us from the others competing for these 
grants. By the end of July we will know the fate of this grant request. 
 
We have much work remaining but this bonding bill has taken us another step 
closer to making the new medical campus a reality. Thank you again Senator 
Lourey and Representatives Rarick and Sundin.  
 
Visit our website for updates on the progress of the Hospital District planning and 
construction at www.PineHospitalDistrict.com.  
	  


