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Saying Goodbye is Tough 

Ron Osladil, Chairman of North Pine Area Hospital District 

Saying goodbye to the existing hospital is a lot tougher than any of us would have 
thought. At the April 25 Board meeting of the North Pine Area Hospital District the Board 
members had a mix of excited anticipation for the new Pine Healthcare Campus and a 
nostalgic appreciation for the hospital that has served us well over the years. The Board 
members recalled the many births, emergencies and everyday cuts and broken bones 
that got treated at the hospital. Many lives have been saved there, including some of our 
own Board members. Health has been restored on a daily basis. 

The prospect of selling this existing nursing and hospital facility, however, to a nursing 
home operation is great. To be able to continue having skilled nursing care in our com-
munity is good for all involved. First, the current residents of the existing nursing home 
location can choose to continue to stay if they want. Additionally, jobs will remain here 
and many new jobs will be created with this skilled nursing care operation and the Gold-
en Horizons assisted living and specialty care located at the new campus. 

We are also looking forward to showing the community what a wonderful new medical 
campus we have. The Hospital District’s Grand Opening of the Pine Healthcare Campus 
and the Essentia Health Open House on May 9 will be a festive event for all to enjoy. 
Essentia Health is providing the barbecue and music and we thank them for this contri-
bution. Though Gateway Family Health Clinic and Thrifty White Pharmacy won’t be mov-
ing to the Pine Healthcare Campus until October, we will be welcoming them at the 
event and look forward to them joining the family. 

As we look back for one last time, let’s all remember the leadership of many in our com-
munity who saved the hospital nearly thirty years ago by establishing the Hospital Dis-
trict. The hospital doors would have been closed if they didn’t have the vision to prevent 
this from happening. We are grateful for their commitment to ensuring that all our citi-
zens have access to quality health care.    

I can assure you that the current North Pine Area Hospital District Board of Directors is 
equally committed to this mission and will continue to improve health care for our area. 
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