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Bright New Year for Health Care and Economic Progress  

Ron Osladil, Chairman of North Pine Area Hospital District 

The future of our community has never looked brighter as we enter 2017. This past year 
has been a watershed year of investment and innovation not only by the North Pine Area 
Hospital District but also by the City of Sandstone and the Hospital District health care 
partners Essentia Health, Gateway Family Health Clinic and Thrifty White Pharmacy. I 
couldn’t be more proud of the vision and leadership of all these people. 

Not only will the new Pine Healthcare Campus bring a much improved health care cam-
pus but it has also been a tremendous economic stimulus to the area. The total budget 
for this construction is about $30 million with approximately $18 million for the construc-
tion of the building.  

The City of Sandstone is also investing about $5 million for the construction of the road 
and utility infrastructure for the Sandstone Business Park, of which the Pine Healthcare 
Campus is the first major development. Golden Horizons was attracted to this location 
by the proximity of the Pine Healthcare Campus and is beginning the construction of 
their new assisted living and specialty care facility adjacent to the new hospital/clinic/
pharmacy facility. Additionally, Members Cooperative Credit Union is underway with the 
construction of its new facility in the Business Park. This is incredible progress in such a 
relatively short period of time. 

All of this progress is the result of the extraordinary work of many on the Hospital District 
Board of Directors, the City leadership, our health care partners, and the many contrac-
tors and suppliers hired to make this a reality. The Hospital District is especially fortunate 
to have so many dedicated and experienced Board members. Our Executive Committee 
has put hundreds of hours of their volunteer time in the planning and implementation of 
this project. Their financial, construction and healthcare experience has given us an un-
usual depth of competence that few other Boards enjoy. 

The recent elections are also bringing us two new members, Keith Osgood from Hinck-
ley and Brent Henry from Finlayson. We welcome them and look forward to their contri-
butions to the Board. Re-elected were Merv Becker (a member since the beginning), 
Steve Nelson, Curt Nelson, Scott Hendricks, Linda Kvasnicka, Wayne Oak and me. 

Personally, I can’t express enough gratitude to all who have helped to make this possi-
ble. The grand opening this spring will be a terrific event for all to enjoy and I hope to see 
you there. I know you will be proud of all that has been accomplished and the promise it 
brings for our future. For more information about the Hospital District and the Pine 
Healthcare Campus go to: www.PineHospitalDistrict.com. 
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