
Brent Henry Explains His Interest in the  
Hospital District Board Position 

I have been asked what got me interested in running for election from Finlayson to 
the North Pine Area Hospital District Board of Directors. It is really very simple.

First and foremost, in growing up in the Pine County area, I came to learn that the Sand-
stone hospital and long-term care facility have been and continue to be a pillar of the 
community. Healthcare is an integral part of the human experience and I hope I speak for 
everybody in saying we are all extremely grateful for the years of  dedicated service each 
staff and board member have put into providing great healthcare. I am also grateful for 
the wonderful hospital volunteers who have spread nothing but kindness and generosity 
to the residents and staff over the many years. 

When I had just finished High School and was out looking for a job, I popped into Essen-
tia and asked if the kitchen was hiring any dishwashers. A friendly individual there said 
that they were and that she knew they usually have a paid summer student internship pro-
gram. I gave the staff member my contact information and did not really expect anything 
to come to fruition. But the next thing you know I was working as a student intern at Es-
sentia. Over the summer, I got well acquainted with the hospital's medical records de-
partment and the long-term care facility. I enjoyed the experience so much that I continue 
to volunteer there to this very day. 

I should also mention that my mother Karen Henry has been working at Essentia as an 
Activities Aide for the last 10 years. She became involved with Essentia the summer after 
my internship. 

With this experience, I was motivated to get my degree and  graduate from Fond Du Lac 
Tribal & Community College. I am currently finishing up my temporary employment at 
the Pine County History Museum in Askov as a Collection's Assistant.  I plan on return-
ing to college to study Computer Science. 

In 2017, the hospital will be moving into the new Pine Healthcare Campus that the Hos-
pital District built. It is important for the community to band tightly together and make 
sure this is a smooth transition and that our area will have first class healthcare for many 
years to come. I wanted to be a part of this new future by being a member of the Hospital 
District Board of Directors. 

Brent Henry 
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