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New Pine Healthcare Campus - Another Historical First  

Ron Osladil, Chairman of North Pine Area Hospital District 

The new Pine Healthcare Campus in Sandstone is another historical first for health care 
in our area. This significant accomplishment is a reflection of the decades of commit-
ment by many in our community to bring and keep quality health care to our area.  

It was 60 years ago that the first hospital was built in Sandstone to meet the medical 
needs of our citizens. 50 years ago the state of Minnesota created Hospital Districts to 
ensure that rural communities had adequate health care. And finally, it was 27 years ago 
that the North Pine Area Hospital District was established to save the hospital and en-
sure a future of local health care for our community. Seventeen cities and townships 
came together to form the Hospital District with New Dosey recently joining.  

All this history culminates this year with the construction of the new Pine Healthcare 
Campus. The existing hospital facility has served us well but our citizens deserve and 
need a modern and efficient health care facility.  

It is important to remember that this medical campus is being built with much more than 
bricks and mortar. It is being built with the perseverance and true grit that has been 
demonstrated through out our history and certainly from our present leaders. 

The Hospital District and our health care providers Essentia Health, Gateway Family 
Health Clinic and Thrifty White Pharmacy and the City of Sandstone worked together to 
navigate regulatory hurdles on the federal and state levels. We negotiated an attractive 
financing package and we worked with the City to get the infrastructure financed through 
bonding provisions. 

The opening of the Pine Healthcare Campus is on schedule for the spring of 2017 and 
promises to be one of the most significant events in many years for our community. Be-
ing the anchor enterprise of Sandstone’s Business Park has already stimulated addition-
al economic and health care development for the area with the new assisted living facili-
ty, Golden Horizons, joining the Pine Healthcare Campus family. They were attracted 
here because it is adjacent to the hospital/clinic/pharmacy, giving them access to quality 
health care right next door. Hopefully, more health related businesses will also be drawn 
to join the Pine Healthcare Campus in the future. 

We are excited about the future of not only the Pine Healthcare Campus but also the 
area as a whole. The future has never looked brighter for our area and we are all proud 
and thankful to so many that stood up to the challenge to make this a reality.  
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