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Hospital District Offers Grants and
Education Loans
The mission of the North Pine Area Hospital District (Hospital District)
is to ensure access to quality health care and wellness services that
improve the mental and physical health of the residents of the
Hospital District.

It is for this reason the Hospital District has established a grant
program and an education loan forgiveness program for the
benefit of the health care providers and the citizens of the Hospital
District. The Hospital District territory includes township members of
Arlone, Clover, Danforth, Dell Grove, Finlayson, Hinckley, New
Dosey, Ogema, Park, Partridge, Pine Lake and Sandstone
Townships, and the cities of Askov, Bruno, Finlayson, Hinckley,
Sandstone and Willow River.

Grant Program Guidelines
The Hospital District supports investment in new technologies and
infrastructure improvements to enable Essentia Health to offer new
and improved services. We can also provide seed money for the
launch of new services, with the goal of becoming self-sustaining.
Additionally, we can fund education and wellness programs that
are focused on improving the health of Hospital District residents.

Education Loan Forgiveness Program Guidelines

Loan applications will be accepted from Hospital District residents
or employees working for health care providers at the Pine
Healthcare Campus or other Hospital District owned facility. This
loan is available for all school-certified expenses.

WhyHave theHospital
District?
ChairBill Olson
We have been asked why
we need the North Pine
Area Hospital District. The
answer is simple. Without
the financial support of the
Hospital District, we
wouldn’t have the modern,
well equipped medical
facility in Sandstone.

Building the Pine Healthcare
Campus has enabled
Essentia Health - Sandstone
to continue providing critical
care hospital services for
our area. Their recent
acquisition of Mercy
Hospital in Moose Lake is
being leveraged to provide
even more services for the
area. Additionally, Gateway
Family Health Clinic and
Thrifty White Pharmacy have
a wonderful location to
better serve our residents.

Another important
responsibility is to monitor
the quality of care being
provided and identify
needed health care services.

For instance, we are
exploring ways to address
the mental health and
substance abuse issues in
Pine County. You will be
hearing more about these
and other efforts.

HOSPITAL DISTRICT PULSE
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Naomi Koenig Awarded First Hospital District Education Loan in 2020

Naomi is pursuing a three year program at the University of Arizona that will credential her for a
doctorate as a Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner.

The following are the loan criteria for a health care education loan:

 This loan forgiveness program is available if the applicant is seeking a health care degree or
certification and is a Hospital District resident or employed by a health care provider operating
in a Hospital District owned property.

 Loans are available for either a 2 or 4-year college program, one-year technical course or
health care accreditation program.

 The recipient of the loan must agree to work for a Pine Healthcare Campus or other Hospital
District health care provider after graduation for a period of 2 years.

 The Hospital District Executive Committee will review the loan application and make a
recommendation based on the interview of the candidate and their fulfilling the eligibility
requirements.

 If the degree is not completed or the recipient does not take employment with a health care
provider at the Pine Healthcare Campus or other Hospital District owned property, the loan
must be repaid.

Go to www.PineHospitalDistrict.com for more information and application forms.

Local Mental Health Advisory Council Meeting Again

The Pine County Local Mental Health Advisory Council has resumed meeting. They offer individuals,
parents, families, and providers the opportunity to make a real difference in how mental health care is
provided in their community. The Pine County Local Advisory Council meets on the 2nd Tuesday of
every month from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The current meeting location is at the Pine County
Courthouse. Please call 320-216-4100 if you would like more information.

http://www.pinehospitaldistrict.com
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Tuesday, September 21st - 10:00 - 2:00
Askov City Hall and Community Center

Free Lunch Childcare Available

* Veteran’s Services * Housing *Childcare * Senior Services

* Food Access *Education *Mental Health *Disability Services * Much More

Call United Way for more information: 218-879-8404

Ascertain Recovery Center Providing Addiction Outpatient
Treatment

Sandstone now has intensive, outpatient, substance use treatment services available from Acertain
Recovery Center. They offer individualized treatment plans; walk-in assessments; group sessions; and
parent and co-parenting support groups.

Reception Area Carley Anderson and Commissioner Terry Lovgren
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They are developing other services that will include mental health therapy with a collaboration with
Therapeutic Services Agency and other health care providers. Their offices are in Cloquet, Sandstone
and soon in the Gateway Family Health Clinic in Hinckley.

For more information call 320-245-9966 (Sandstone Location) or go to the website at
www.ascertainrecovery.org

The three locations are:
1003 Cloquet Ave. #117, Cloquet, MN
314 Commercial Ave. North, Sandstone, MN (Old Ben Franklin building)
Gateway Family Health Clinic, 45 Lady Luck Drive, Hinckley, MN (Coming Soon)

Mike Waggoner Joins Hospital District Board.

Bill Olson, Chair and Mike Waggoner

Mike is 3rd generation on the family farm in Ogema Township. Mike attended Bangs Brook School, Dist.
116; the one room school then serving the area, later attending Hinckley High School before the family
moved to Richfield, MN, where Mike graduated. Mike then went to Brown College; majoring in Radio
and Television Broadcasting, and began a 50+ years career starting as an ‘on air’ radio talent
including 7 years at WDGY. His career expanded to radio and television sales and marketing and led
to WCCO-FM radio, KMSP TV ch 9, and then to KSTP TV ch 5 as Sales, Business Development, and
Marketing manger where he finished his career before retirement.

Mike also has had a second and simultaneous career in music which has included nearly 60 years of
performing, recording, domestic and European performances, and being inducted into The Mid-
America Music Hall of Fame in 2008.

Regarding NPAHD, Mike is focused on creating better and measurable emergency health care for the
outer reaches of the County; primarily Ambulance and EMT services which are currently lacking.
“These essential services need to be improved quickly and established in a way that they can be
depended upon.” We welcome Mike to the NPAHD board.

http://www.ascertainrecovery.org
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