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Pine Healthcare Campus Construction Begins 

Sandstone, MN – December 14, 2015 – The North Pine Area Hospital District begins 

construction of the Pine Healthcare Campus on Monday, December 14.  

“We first talked about replacing the hospital in 1997 and now nearly 20 years later we 

are finally underway,” states Ron Osladil, chairman of the North Pine Area Hospital District. 

“On behalf of the Board, I want to thank all who helped us get to this point.”  

Hospital District general contractor, McGough Construction, will begin the first phase of 

construction this week by strategically removing trees, boulders, and other debris from 

approximately 17 acres of the site. Minnesota Power will install temporary electricity to the 

construction trailer. Surveyors will mark the building site boundaries. A temporary construction 

fence and gate will be installed to secure the area during construction.  

During the last week of December, dynamite will be used to remove large boulders and prepare 

the bedrock for the infrastructure.  Earthmoving equipment will then level the land for 

construction. No construction work will take place on December 24 and 25 and January 1.  

The Hospital District’s request to allow a temporary, large billboard along I-35 will be voted on at 

the Sandstone City Council meeting on December 16. The City Planning Commission heard the 

request from the Hospital District and agreed to recommend approval to the City Council. The 

professionally designed and constructed sign will draw attention to the new Pine Healthcare 

Campus coming in early 2017 and will reflect positively on the City. McGough Construction will 

install a construction sign at the future Campus entrance at highway 23 and the Lundorff 

extension. 



In other news, the Hospital District contracted with Chris Olson of Finlayson to be the new 

Administrative Director. She will manage the Hospital District office and Board of Director affairs 

as well as organize decades of Hospital District records. Chris states, “I am excited to join this 

dynamic team, which has such an important mission.” Her prior experience as Dean of 

Academics for Maranatha Christian Academy offers valuable management and organizational 

skills.  

In January, the Hospital District and partners will host a groundbreaking celebration for the 

community. Watch for the invitation.  

About North Pine Area Hospital District 

The North Pine Area Hospital District is a Minnesota political subdivision whose purpose is to 

ensure that the area residents have access to high quality health care.  Hospital districts have 

taxing authority to acquire, improve and run hospital and nursing home facilities. The Hospital 

District owns the current hospital and nursing home and contracts for health care services with 

Essentia Health. The new Pine Healthcare Campus will be completed in early 2017. It will 

include Essentia Health, Gateway Family Health Clinic, Thrifty White Pharmacy and Golden 

Horizons Assistive Living and Memory Care. The Hospital District is governed by a Board of 

Directors composed of 19 appointed/elected individuals. For more information about the 

Hospital District and construction updates, go to www.pinehospitaldistrict.com. 
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