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North Pine Area Hospital District Board Approves Schematic Designs for New 
Medical Campus 

Sandstone, MN – March 31, 2015 – The Board of North Pine Area Hospital District (Hospital 
District) approved the Schematic Designs for the new medical campus. The planning now 
enters the design development phase where further details are added by the design 
team, lead by the architectural firm of BWBR. Construction is scheduled to begin in 
early fall 2015. 

“We are very pleased with the work of our design team,” states Ron Osladil, chairman of the 
North Pine Area Hospital District. “They have taken the Board guidance to develop a modern 
facility that will better meet the health care needs of our citizens and visitors and have greater 
efficiencies and patient convenience. We are not going to overbuild. The approved schematic 
design has the ability to expand the hospital and clinic areas, as needed in the future.” 
 
The new medical campus is on a 40-acre site located adjacent to Interstate 35 and will be 
accessed by an extension of Lundorff Drive. It will include a clinic space operated by Gateway 
Family Health Center, a pharmacy and a critical care access hospital operated by Essentia 
Health. Essentia plans to offer surgery, inpatient care, emergency care, and services for 
rehabilitation, laboratory, and imaging as well as providing education/meeting rooms. The new 
medical campus will be on the west side of Lundorff Drive Extension. The main and walk-in 
emergency entrances will face east side toward Lundorff Drive.  The ambulance entrance and 
helipad are on the west side of the building.  
 
Close attention is being given to creating a welcoming, comfortable environment that is focused 
on patient convenience and efficiencies. Many of the internal features will reflect the beauty of 
Pine County using natural materials, interesting stonework and warm colors. The medical 
campus will harmonize with the natural surroundings and capture our history.  
 
“Patients will have many new conveniences such as co-location of the hospital, clinic, pharmacy 
and rehabilitation services; and a Bistro food service, comfortable waiting areas and much 
more,” Osladil adds. “Eventually, with the help of the community, we intend to add a play area 
for children and walking paths around the campus, so visitors and patients can relax and focus 
on their recovery or that of their loved one.” 
 
About North Pine Area Hospital District 

The North Pine Area Hospital District is a Minnesota political subdivision of the state whose 
purpose is to ensure that the area residents have access to high quality health care.  Hospital 
districts have taxing authority to acquire, improve, and run hospital and nursing home facilities. 
The North Pine Area Hospital District owns the Sandstone hospital building and has chosen to 



contract for health care services with a professional provider, Essentia Health, which leases the 
facility from the Hospital District and manages and staffs the hospital. A Board composed of 18 
individuals appointed/elected by their respective cities or townships, plus one at-large member 
governs the North Pine Area Hospital District. For more information go to 
www.pinehospitaldistrict.com.  
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