
 

Overview 
Essentia Health is an integrated health system serving patients in Minnesota, Wisconsin, North 
Dakota and Idaho. 

Headquartered in Duluth, Minn., Essentia Health combines the strengths and talents of 15,000 
employees, including more than 1,900 physicians and advanced practitioners, who serve our 
patients and communities through the mission of being called to make a healthy difference in 
people’s lives. 

Essentia Health, which includes many Catholic facilities, is guided by the values of quality, hos-
pitality, respect, justice, stewardship and teamwork. The organization delivers on its promise to 
be “Here With You” in 15 hospitals, 75 clinics, seven long-term care facilities, two assisted living 
facilities, four independent living facilities, five ambulance services and one research institute. 

Essentia Health is accredited as an Accountable Care Organization by the National Committee 
for Quality Assurance.  

History of Essentia Health 
Essentia Health is an integrated health system serving patients in Minnesota, North Dakota, 
Wisconsin and Idaho. In the summer of 2010, Essentia Health brought together the operations 
of SMDC Health System, Brainerd Lakes Health, Innovis Health, Essentia Community Hospitals 
and Clinics, and the Essentia Institute of Rural Health. Essentia Health was originally formed in 
January 2004 through a partnership of the Benedictine Health System and SMDC Health Sys-
tem. In January 2008, Innovis Health joined Essentia Health and all of the hospitals and clinics 
owned by the Benedictine Health System were transferred to Essentia Community Hospitals 
and Clinics. 

Today, Essentia Health continues to seek opportunities to grow its network of physicians, 
healthcare providers, hospitals and clinics. By combining resources, we bring economies of 
scale and depth of experience to healthcare delivery in the rural communities we serve. 

Mission, Vision & Values 
Coming together gives us greater resources to achieve our mission and vision while strengthen-
ing our core values. Our mission, vision, values and belief statements are the foundation of our 
promise to the patients, families and communities we serve—to be Here with you.  

Mission 

We are called to make a healthy difference in people’s lives. 



Vision 

Essentia Health will be a national leader in providing high quality, cost effective, integrated 
health care services. 

Values 

• Quality  
• Hospitality  
• Respect  
• Justice  
• Stewardship  
• Teamwork  

Belief Statements 

• Our highest priority is the people we serve.  
• We believe that the highest quality health care requires a regard for both the soul and sci-

ence of healing and a focus on continuous improvement.  
• We believe in the synergy of sponsorship among faith-based and secular organizations.  
• We believe in the value of integrated health care services.  
• We believe in having a meaningful presence in the communities we serve. 

Within Essentia Health there are many Catholic facilities. Essentia Health’s mission—as well as 
its people, places and care—is enhanced by its Catholic mission.  

http://www.essentiahealth.org/Main/Benedictine-Roots.aspx

