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Healthcare Campus Fosters Economic Development 
 

Ron Osladil, Chairman of the North Pine Area Hospital District 
 
This summer several huge wins were scored to move the new healthcare 
campus along and bring renewed focus on economic development for the City of 
Sandstone. As a long-time resident of this area, I know how Sandstone has been 
challenged to renew a viable economic base. It gives me special satisfaction that 
the Hospital District plans for a new healthcare campus are helping create an 
opportunity for significant economic development for Sandstone.  
 
The U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) recently granted the City 
of Sandstone a $2.3 million award and the State Legislature passed a bonding 
bill that included $850,000 for the City.  These and other funds are essential for 
the City to build the utility and road infrastructure needed for the healthcare 
campus and business park development.  
 
In other news, the Hospital District has made several key decisions. The new 
medical campus has been named Pine Healthcare Campus, pending completion 
of trademark legal review. This name reflects the plan to offer a range of health 
care related services on one campus.  
 
A step was taken in broadening these health care services at the Pine 
Healthcare Campus with the selection of Golden Horizons as the preferred long-
term care provider. The plan is to offer assisted living apartments and 
memory/specialty care. This long-term care facility will be connected to the 
medical facility, creating additional efficiencies and conveniences.  
 
McGough Construction, a national family-owned construction company, was 
selected as the building contractor for the Pine Healthcare Campus. They are 
now hiring subcontractors and finalizing construction plans. 
 
All of this puts us on track for completion of the Pine Healthcare Campus by late 
2016 or early 2017. We have been able to achieve all of this in such a short time 
because of the following key factors. 
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1) Compelling merits for this new healthcare campus – The need for up-to-
date, efficient health care facilities is clearly needed. Our current hospital has 
served us well but it is worn, inefficient, and poorly suited for today’s health care 
needs. Further it is not as easily accessible due to its location in a residential 
area. 
 
2) Outstanding community support – Letters of support for the City of 
Sandstone’s EDA grant application came from our current congressional 
delegation, the Hospital District, area businesses, letters of commitment from 
Essentia, Gateway and Thrifty White, and many other supporters.  
 
Former State Senator Becky Lourey concluded her letter of support by stating: 
“I’m sure that I sound very intense and it is because I know this community so 
well; we have struggled to come this far and now we have such a great 
opportunity to build our economy and our quality of life. Please give this very 
important project your support.” 
 
3) Committed partners energetically working toward common goal – Our 
healthcare partners Essentia, Gateway, Thrifty White and now Golden Horizons 
are all working cooperatively to move from planning to the building phase.  
 
4) Hospital District Board members diligently lead the planning – Every 
member of our Board of Directors is excited about making this new healthcare 
campus a reality. The Steering Committee members spend hundreds of hours 
away from their families to make sure that our project planning is well thought out 
and deadlines are met. 
 
One of our passionate Board members, Scott Hendricks, said it clearly in his 
letter of support to the U.S. EDA, “The EDA grant and the resilience that brought 
our communities back from ashes, literally, are what can and will make a 
difference in many lives now and in our economic future.” 
 
5) The City of Sandstone actively pursues – Enormous planning is required to 
undertake a large project such as this. The Sandstone City Council and City 
Administrator Sam Griffith are actively pursuing this on behalf of the Sandstone 
constituents and area citizens. 
 
We have a lot of work ahead to finalize the financing and building plans. It is 
going to be challenging but I know our team is focused for success.  
 
Visit our website for more information and updates on the progress of the 
Hospital District planning and construction. Go to www.PineHospitalDistrict.com.  
	  


